Vincennes State Historic Sites

School Programs
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Jefferson Academy, 

Territorial Capitol Building, Stout Print Shop

Basic tour time 45 minutes

$1.50 per student

$2 for adult chaperones

No charge for teachers

Vincennes State Historic Sites teach lessons using 
Indiana’s early history (1800-1840) that are important and applicable today.

Territory Capitol Building
As Capitol of the Indiana Territory from 1800 to 1813, decisions made in Vincennes determined the nature of our new state. Issues from boundaries, to slavery, to land policy, to Indian treaties were determined here. This is the place to impress upon your students the importance of citizenship.

Stout Print Shop
Elihu Stout started the first newspaper in Indiana in 1804. Students learn the importance of mass communication before television and movies, and also about the apprentice system.

Jefferson Academy
Visit the first public school in Indiana to see what school was like in 1801. The forerunner of Vincennes University, the site offers a variety of presentations on history, education, science and math.

Fort Knox II

Gov. Harrison gathered, or “mustered” his troops here in 1811 before the Battle of Tippecanoe. Now a beautiful park setting with interpretive signs, the fort is site of annual Muster on the Wabash reenactment event the first weekend in November each year.

Old State Bank

This 1838 building is an architectural masterpiece now being restored. It is also perfect for teaching economic principles using examples from Indiana’s early history. What is barter? What is the role of money in society today compared to the past?

Sugar Loaf Mound

Important first as a burial mound for prehistoric Native Americans, the mound was also used by early travelers along the Buffalo Trace and was a stop on the Underground Railroad. It offers a park setting with a great view of Vincennes! 

Special Topics, Programs and Outreach

Focusing on Indiana State Education Standards in Math, Science, Language Arts and Social 
Studies dedicated to preserving and interpreting Indiana’s Territorial Era History

Bound for Freedom: the Case of Polly Strong[image: image2.png]



A thought provoking historical event,  learn why everyone should know about Polly Strong and find out why abolishing slavery in early Indiana wasn’t all that simple! Appropriate for K – 12th grades. Onsite or available as an Outreach Program at your location.                                             
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“A Day in A Life” students re-live the day-to day life
experiences of a soldier and family members at Fort Knox II c. 1812 Military Encampment. Teach across history, math, language arts and science by learning about period clothing, foods, surveying, diaries and correspondence, Wabash River wildlife, flora and fauna. Best for 

 8th – 12th grades.
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Vincennes History through Architecture   

Students of all ages act as detectives examining 
architectural elements on a walking tour that exposes them to various periods in Vincennes History!

Science in 1800

Get your class all charged up about electricity! In 1800, “electrostatic generators” were used in Vincennes for experiments and parlor amusements. We use one today at the Jefferson Academy to teach the fundamentals of electricity in a fun and interactive way. Have your science class visit us to learn the hair-raising facts about a force they take for granted everyday! They’ll be shocked to learn how electricity works! An interpreter in period clothing can vary this presentation for different grade levels and for the amount of class time available. Onsite or available as an Outreach Program at your location. Appropriate for 4th – 8th grades.
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Math and Economics in 1800

It was all about land in 1800. To own land was a major reason settlers came to Indiana, and the only way to know how much you owned and where it was, was to survey it. The basis of surveying is math, especially the measurement of triangles — and that means geometry. We get out the sticks, “survey” the problem and come up with the answer to what’s yours and what’s mine and where the fence should go! Students can see a practical application of math principles. This presentation can be varied according to the grade level.

Economic principles are the same today as 200 years ago. But what people do for a living is different. We use the Old State Bank to teach basic economic concepts using examples from Indiana’s early history. Making a living was important then and now. Barter and trade was as important as paper currency. This presentation can be varied for time. Onsite or available as an Outreach Program at your location. Appropriate for 4th – 12th grades.

           Model Legislature Program

Indiana Legislature Then and Now
1805 – Today

The Model Legislature Program teaches students how the laws they live with everyday are made. The interactive program can be taught entirely at the classroom, or the final session can be held at the historic Territory Capitol building in Vincennes. Students learn the basics the legislative process and the steps that turn an idea into a bill, and then into law. Then each student writes a simple, one-page bill on a topic he or she chooses. A few of these bills are selected to go on through the legislative process, with the students debating and voting on them. Students quickly learn about persuasion, debate, compromise and “politics.” Typically, site staff visits the classroom for two sessions and then a third is held at the Territory Capitol. The cost is $3.50 per student.
The Federalist/Regency Period in Indiana 1790 – 1820 [image: image6.png]



This program explores Indiana Territorial History from 1790 to 1820, a period that coincided with the Regency Period in England. Jane Austen lived simultaneously in this time period and used her contemporaries as subject matter for her books. Her books and characters were a reflection of manners, customs, fashion and relationships between people in that period in history. It is exciting to find that there were such local characters in the Indiana Territorial history who helped shape our nation. Available onsite or as an Outreach Program at your location. Appropriate for 8th – 12th grades.

Contact us for more information and program pricing

Angela Lucas

Program Developer

Vincennes State Historic Sites

1 West Harrison Street

Vincennes, IN  47591

812.882.7422 

adlucas@dnr.in.gov
The Vincennes State Historic Sites 

are part of the 

Division of State Museum and Historic Sites, Indiana Department of Natural Resources
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